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in tre Hodendery’ family reom, bedow, The sofs Blecked the tralic flow, ne ane could roally Bk ihe armalee's TV &nd the décos lisked any locui. Connle Van ol interler Waksovers
repabitiched the furnlfure and catpel, sdded some suthentle "sountry® accesscsles and wied antigue irays to create & focal point above Tha firepisce

FINISHING TOUC

Makeover specialists can turn a room into a place greater than its parts,
be it for your own enjoyment or to impress buyers | 6y [l WAl kins

reuphalstered the sofn and wing
chair, and chosen the perfect
Oreental mig and entertainment
armaire, but her family pooim still
“felt wrong” Lo her

The sofu backed up bo the sdjoining
kitchen, so people had to dodge sround
it. You couldnt watch TV comforiably
freem any seat in the room. Hollender
had bought some countny-style
accesaories for the room, but didn't
kncw how to armange them

“I needed someone to ‘finish’ the
rooan,” she sayvs. She saw an ad for
Interior Mokeovers, o Bengen County
firmn operated by Conmie Van, and gave
her a call

As the title of her busingss sugpests,
Van specinlizes in iransforming & room
uisingy rakinly. furmiture and accessories
thie humeowner nlreacly has. She works
wiih clients who've invested in major
pieves they want to keep, grwho ward
to *stage” their home 1o sell

| find people are a litthe frightened
of designers, because they think I'll
make them get nid of evervthing they
have,” amys Van, who sturted her design career with
Greenboum Interiors in Paterson, "1 would never
do that, because if something is ipartant 6 them i
should remain in the room. My job is to muodke ik
Ik fnbubous.”

Regarding Hollender's problem, Yan decided the
enterainment armoire belonged on the opposite
wiill. The scating snd rug necded to be angled, so
fumily members could not only see the television

Llﬂﬂ& Hollender of Hamsey had

oy oot
and sit
a spell
Furnlshings foe

the dech or patio
are siiong. durable

s MY COMMIE VAN

but talk casily with anyone in the kitchen. *Linda
has u teenaged son and husband who ke sporis,
s0 the TV was important,” sadid Van

Before anyihing was moved, she and Linds
discussed the décor and shopped for sccessories.
Van guided her client toward counbry antigues, such
s unmaiched; rustic lables, a rooster planter and
viritge fireplace tools. To crente o focal point above
the mantel, Van grouped several black tole trays

It in the
middle of
the kitchen
Island e brigge

ihe gan Detween
wodh and 3lorage

A PRODUCT OF THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMEMN

purchased af wntigus shiops in
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania

Aler helplng to shop for the
finishing touches, Hollender handed
the job ever to Van. “The homeowner
goes oul for the du_l,.' pnd | come n
with an associale and do it all,” Yan
says. “Only the entertsinment ¢enter
was alrcady in posstion, becuuse it was
too heavy for the two ol us Lo move,”

“When | came home, it was
i tremendous transformation,” says
Hullender. “1t was i wonderdal
CEPETIETICE, b{'plrrﬂ 1] L'.'l:j:u!l;.'tl.tli::ll'la._

Ehe adds that she appreciates the
thmee Van took Lo find out what she
liked and what would work [or heg
F|||:||:||}' I hawe o 16-year-old hoy
whose friends are always here, and
o they lonee Lo it in that room.”

Carmeln Barone of Fort Lee ran into
& similar problem with the fumiture in
her adjoming living and dining rooms.
Ehe was hiappy with her ivory sofa and
matching ¢lub chnir omd hoer dari,
licquered dining room set But the v
ing pooin had an emply, unfociused
leake, while the dining room was so
crowded she couldn't open hoer china cobing

“I'd hweard aboast interior renrrangemont on TV,"
says Barone, For help, she contacted Christs Hughes
of the Bergen County firm Inferior Arrangements
(www christahughes com).
Huglwes solved both problems by suggesting that the
ching cidbinet be moved into the lving room
This worked well in both visusl and practical ievma
Sec FIKISHING TOUEH Fage H-8
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Frodn Page H=1
because of the Mow between
thie two rodms. Witk its glaes
doors displaying o collection
of elegant vases, the cabinet
guve the lving room a miuich-
needed focal point. Yl
Barone now can easily
access the strving pieces
siored in the drawers

The sofa now stands
beneath the picture window,
and a handpainted desk has
maoved nearer (o the front
door, guiding people inta the
house. “That really opened up
the entrance,” says Barone.

Hughes also changed
the chairs and grouped all
the scating picces closer
to the round coffee table.
“People often will spread out
furniture trying (o fill a big
space,” she explams. “That
creales an empty feeling, as
opposed to when you cluster
the seating appropriately,”
She points oul that the new
amangement allows for
a flow throughout the living
roam and dining room, ideal
for enterinining.

She praises Barone far
the accessones she already
had on hand, which incladed
flaral rugs, painted wood
pieces and stotunry with
a Tuscan feel. "Sometines
Il give & clicnt a list of
accessories Lo bay, but
Carmela had everything from
pillows to mirrors to picture
frames,” says Hughes "Most
people cither don't know
what they have, or don't
display it to best advantage”

Hughes also will “stage”
i home for sale, o process
bodh similar to and different
from & “makeover.” Exch
invohees using the existing
furniture s far as possible,
bringing out the home's best
featuris and making it look
spacious and inviting. But in
o mikeover, the designer will
encourage the homeownen
1o display collections
and fiemily photos, while
& “staged” room eliminotes
all of these individualistic
toschies

“It's like detailing a car
for resale,” says Hughes,
a member of the Interior
Arrangement and Design
Association [IADA). “You're
de-pemonalizing the house,
B0 SCITAHONE TIEW CAN
visualire living there.”

Such transformations
arc good busincss for
Karen Fiersiein and Donna
Thomas, who operate
the Tenafly-based company
The Well-Staged Home.

AFTER PHOTOS BY R8I0 RDUYDUMAEN

The ssating in this
Fort Lee living
Foom howvered

Lo Tir Arom the
centrad colles
fabée, and the

Fogamy Pell empty

and unlecuted.

Chriita Hisghes

all inkerior
Arrangements
shifled the sala

to the window wall,
changed Ihe chairs
and maved a ching
cabinet over from
ihé nearty dinimng
rogm ta B space
ang add drama,

Fiersiein comes from an
art background, while
Thomas previously
worked in real estate.
*Siaging is different from
decorating ™ says Thomas.
*Decorating is for the home
buyer, while staging is for
the home seller. The seller
wanis ‘design on a dime," "
The two worked on
o contemporry Ringrwood
home with spectacular views
that had recently gone back
on the market. In the living
room, & sofn pnd chub chair
siood agninet opposite walls

with no real relationship (o
one another. In the fumily
room, o side chair and
sectional sofa faced each
other across a greal abyss,
with a big-screen TV looming
in one comer. Although the
sellers owned much original
art, most had been stored
in the basemeni

Fierstein and Thomas
brought the living room’'s
upholstered club chair and
oltoman upstairs (o help fill
the master bedroom, and
replaced them with o more
sophisticated leather chairs

found elewhere in the house.
A matching leather oltoman
now holds & tray near the
picture window 1o establish

o focal point there.

The family room mainly
needed tidying and acces-
sorizing. The design team
brought the artwarks oul
of hiding 1o adorn the walls
mnd maniel They fso
added inbles, candles,
throw pillows and plants
from their own stock.

“We minimize flaws and
maximize space,” Thomas
says, “Not many people

With the crampad
orkginal arrangement
ki this Fard Lee
dindng room,

ihE hamsawner
Eouldn’l even
apEn the dramers
of her chang
cabinel. Now

thisl the cabinet
has maved

b the maarby
lihng resom,

L space lewls
begiper and the
hostess still has
#aLY SCCmis 1o
har dinhes snd
slhierwans,

REF QL PHOTOE IY CHATSTA HLAGHES

in MNew Jersey do what we

do, maybe because you have
1o buy inventory and store
and inswre it. Bl the demand
is growing."

“This home initially pre
senited as very plain, becouse
i's pewer construction,” sy
Becky Boomsma, Realtor
with Coldwell Banker in
Franklin Lokes "When the
designeds injecied some calor
and texture, if ereated more
of a wwarm amblence. Brokers
who came in after 1 was
siagid saw an IMMEnsc
difference and were extremoely

complimeniary whout hiow
great i looked.”

Hughes says she enjoys
helping homeowners work
maore effectively with whai
they already have, and feels
the resulis “give joy to a lod
of people - they feel mare
cinpowentd 1o leam to live
i thelr hoass ™

“When I'm fimshed, if the
client isn't satisfied, 1"l put
everything back the way i
was,” she says. “But I haven't
found anyone who's asked
me b0 do thal. For miost of
them, il's & happy change."
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ROOMS
THAT
FEEL

RIGHT

TO GIVE YOUR ROOM
A "MAKEQVER":

1. Pull fumiturne wway from the
wills o' ¢reals mone convenient
groupings. Homeowners tend
to e up pieces along the walls
of a room, and people end up too
far apart to talk easily or set their
drinks on the coffee able.

2. Keep your fumiture (o scale,
and feed free to break up a set If
your living room Is (oo crowded,
bring one chair up to the master
bedroom

3. Re-hang the artworks - most
people place them too high. In
a room where you sit most of Ue
time, they should hang at your
eye bevel when you're seated;
put them a little higher in
o hallway, whene people will
be walking past.

4. Pick omne focal point lor
the room, whether it's an oriwork,
o fircplace or a grest view. Group
the furniture around it and play
il up with accessories.

5. Let there be lights! Even if
you have a ceiling fixture, or

irack or recessed lighting, you still
AFTER FHOTOS DAVID KOUYOLIM AN need a couple of lumps for mone
The family room of this Ringwoed home offered beautiful views bul gave prospeciive buysn focused work and amblence

8 stark imorestlon. Baren Feeraleln and Doding Thomas of The Well-Siaged Home used &t irom

Bring your freastines out of
the seller's collection, akang with their own accessofied, Lo ereale B mare wilcoming ambsemnDe, 6. Mg ¥

hiding. Put those special heir-
Jpoms, unique collections and
wedding gifts an display. Armnge
related pieces in odd-numbered
groupings for best effect

TO STAGE YOUR HOUSE
FOR SALE:

1. Clear oot the clutter. [t will
make your rooms ook crowded,
and every buver wants a spacious
feeling.

2. De-personalize. Stash your
family photos, cute collections
and kids' toys and drawings.

The buyers want to picture their
things in the house, not yours.

3. Add decorative candles and
light them when prospective buy-
ers are walking through [t creates
a soothing. romantic stmosphere.

4. Fill in empty spots with
plants and even trees, whether
real or artificial. It may be worth
renting these while your house
is on the marked

&, Arrangeménts of nptural
wheat or curly willow in tall
vases can sccent a high ceiling
or make n low one look higher,

6. Set out fresh guest towels in

The Tiving racm of the Ringwood house heid just & fow scatiered pleces of fumnifure. The team
frem The Well-STsged Home “shopped the house™ and found fwo handsome leather chairs F
that werked beller opposite the sofa; holding & tray, the matching ottoman draws atieniion the ['-‘ﬂ'\-'-"l.ll:'l" room for o 'ﬂu"ll-l.‘l:ll.'r'lll‘li'.
to the plcture window. Additional lighiing and planiy alsa help Bring the room Eo (ife. tooch,






